
National Research Council (NRC) post-doctoral fellowship positions in our 
laboratory at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Athens, GA 
 
We anticipate filling one or more National Research Council (NRC) post-doctoral 
fellowship positions in our laboratory at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 
Athens, GA in early 2014. The research opportunities are in the area of environmental 
metabolomics, with an emphasis on field-based monitoring (often in, or near, the US 
Great Lakes). For example, the successful candidates may be involved in several large 
multi-organizational field studies where fish are caged in surface waters that are 
impacted by sources of pollution such as waste water treatment plants or agricultural 
activity. In addition, candidates may be involved in cell-based metabolomic studies 
where field-collected surface waters are characterized by the impact they have on fish 
cell lines. Our work in metabolomics is often augmented by parallel measurements 
made by other Federal Government and Academic researchers who conduct other 
types of biological assays, and also perform chemical identifications of environmental 
contaminants. Some of the goals of this collaborative work include contaminant source 
identification, the development of diagnostic biomarkers, and the determination of 
impacts of complex mixtures of environmental contaminants on resident biota.  
  
We apply a variety of state-of-the-art analytical techniques in 
these metabolomic studies, including high-field NMR, GC-MS, and orbitrap-based LC-
MS/MS. The successful candidates could be involved in many aspects of these studies, 
but we are particularly interested in someone that would focus either on data modeling 
approaches for relating metabolite changes to environmental conditions, and/or on cell 
culture metabolomic techniques. If you know any good students that might be interested 
in these opportunities, we ask that you forward them this email. Also, feel free to post 
this on any listservs (or other outlets) that might be read by potential candidates. 
  
In order to qualify, the candidate must have received their Ph.D. (preferably in a 
biological science or a related discipline) before starting their tenure. The fellowship is 
for 1 year, renewable for up to a total of 3 years. The first-year stipend is approximately 
$50,000 USD per year with a $3,000 USD scientific travel allotment. NRC also covers 
relocation expenses and offers medical insurance benefits. The application process is 
run by the NRC, and requires the candidate to write a brief research proposal. The 
proposal can be written in concert with the EPA advisors, and we strongly encourage 
interested candidates to contact directly any of the principal investigators (listed 
below) as a first step in the application process. 
  
The NRC convenes 4 panels per year (in February, May, August, and November) to 
review applications. Fellowships are awarded on a competitive basis. We hope to locate 
suitable candidates in time for the November 2013 review, which has a deadline for 
submitting an application (including the brief proposal) of November 1, 2013. The 
earliest start date for a successful candidate from the November 2013 review is 
approximately February 1, 2014. Starting dates of up to several months later are 
acceptable. (If a student is interested and cannot meet the deadline for the November 
2013 review, they can instead apply for the February 2014 panel and can anticipate a 



start date of approximately May 1, 2014.) The application material and supporting 
information is available from the NRC online at – 
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/PGA/RAP/PGA_046398 
  
Specific information on the research opportunity in our laboratory is also available online 
at the link below. (However, note that this online information is not very detailed. Again, 
we would encourage an interested candidate to contact one of the principal 
investigators.) 
  
http://nrc58.nas.edu/RAPLab10/Opportunity/Opportunity.aspx?LabCode=22&ROPCD=2
20106&RONum=B6447 
  
The successful candidate’s specific research focus can be selected from the range of 
ongoing projects to match the candidate’s background and interests.  
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
Tim Collette    706 355 8211  collette.tim@epa.gov 
Drew Ekman   706 355 8250  ekman.drew@epa.gov 
Quincy Teng   706 355 8226  teng.quincy@epa.gov 
U.S. EPA 
960 College Station Rd. 
Athens, GA 30605 
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